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Sports

take me out to the ball game 
for how much?
By Jill Jaracz | 4/5/09 | the Diva Platform	 tpburl.com/yvs8jx 
	 I’ve got to say that I’m a pretty smart girl, so I don’t like it when things baffle me a whole 
lot.  However, a recent Wall Street Journal article had me staring, jaw open, trying to comprehend 
the words in front of me.
	 I know, I know.  You’re thinking, Jill, stop reading all those fancy articles about market-rate 
derivatives that are shorted in order to leverage maximum hedged synergies in comprehensive 
bonds, or whatever.  I mean, the CEOs of those companies didn’t even get those products, and 
they all have fancy degrees from Ivy League schools.  How could you possible know what that 
economic mess is all about?
	 My response (besides, First of all, my Ball State education was pretty good, and have you 
seen some of the Ivy League morons walking the face of this earth?) would be that I wasn’t 
reading about suspect financial products devised for short-term gain and long-term failure.  I 
was reading about baseball tickets.
	 It seems that the Yankees–America’s team, cough cough–are having trouble selling tickets 
to their snazzy new stadium, which opened this year.  The sucker cost $1.5 billion to build, so 
ticket prices were naturally set a little on the high side (or maybe New Yorkers just consider 
that “normal”).  The unfortunate thing for the Yankees is that they decided ticket prices before 
the recession really clobbered a lot of people New Yorkers, and they couldn’t afford to spend 
$2,500/ticket for premium seats.  Yes, that’s right.  $2,500.  A ticket.
	 So now the Yankees are a little embarrassed to have games on television where most of the 
stadium is full–except for the very best seats around the plate that are shown on TV all the time.  
They’ve cut prices radically and are giving away seats to season ticket holders, but if that will 
help remains to be seen.  As one lawyer who has season tickets that are $325 each said prices 
started out too high because it’s hard to try to resell any tickets you can’t use during the season.
	 But still.  $325 a ticket sounds like an absolute bargain compared to the $2,500 a ticket.  I 
still couldn’t believe that it cost that much, so I actually went to Ticketmaster’s website to get 
some facts (and find out what the convenience fees were–if they almost double the price of your 
average concert ticket, what would they do in this case).
	 The best seats for a 2009 prorated season of 66 games are….$16,087.50.  A ticket.  That 
works out to the bargain price of $243.75/game (”bargain” wouldn’t be my word though…I 
think anything over $20 is too expensive for a ball game–especially when you’re buying super-
expensive hot dogs and drinks and peanuts on top of it).  The total for four tickets (for the 
price of three–though if I’m reading correctly, that doesn’t come off the top.  They’ll credit it or 
refund the money, so this is the 16-grand times four):  $64,350.00.
	 Regular people of America, can you imagine paying this much?  This is more than 
the average American salary!  Hence, the reason I’m dumbfounded.  Or should I be more 
dumbfounded that I’m not making more money so that of course, I’d think nothing of buying 
tickets at this price?
	 Oh–I almost forgot the fees:  $40.00 for an online processing fee.  $25.00 for a shipping 
and processing fee.  That’s it.  Guess there is some justice in that.  Can you imagine if you were 
given the option of printing them out at home for $2.50/ticket?

Advertising

Bubba on the supreme court... 
don’t totally rule it out
By Nick Ragone | 5/5/09 | Donklephant 	 tpburl.com/ydb4fr 
	 Trivia question: Who were the last three Supreme Court justices to be appointed by 
Democratic presidents? The most recent are pretty straightforward — both Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and Stephen Breyer still serve on the high court.  But prior to that, it had been over 40 years 
since Lyndon Johnson appointed Thurgood Marshall as the first African-American justice.
	 President Barack Obama finds himself in the enviable position of likely having multiple 
Supreme Court appointments during his first term — at least one for certain with the retirement 
of Justice David Souter. Enviable because, with the Democrats filibuster-proof majority in the 
Senate (once Al Franken takes his seat), the president will face scant opposition to whomever he 
nominates to the court — a luxury that few presidents have been afforded.
	 But the real question: will President Obama take advantage of this unique moment — he 
has a 20-vote majority in the Senate, sky high approval ratings, and the political winds at his 
back — to make a truly game changing selection? Or will he be content to find a justice that 
simply ‘checks all the boxes’ –someone that satisfies the numerous political considerations that 
go into these picks.
	 If the early “short lists” are any indication, it seems like the overwhelming consideration 
is nothing more than gender.  The names most frequently mentioned — Appeals Court Judges 
Sonia Sotomayor and Diane Wood, Solicitor General Elena Kagan, and Georgia Supreme Court 
judge Leah Sears — are all women, and the overwhelming expectation among beltway insiders 
is that the next justice will come from that cohort.  The smart money is on a minority woman, 
and for that reason Sotomayor is the prohibitive favorite, mostly because she would solidify 
Obama’s standing with Hispanic voters, a group that he’s struggled with at times.  Leah Sears 
would be only the third African-American to sit on the court, and is a strong possibility, too.
	 But would any on the short list really be a game changer — someone who could reshape 
the court in their image the way Earl Warren, and Thurgood Marshall, and now Antonin Scalia 
have?
	 They’re all capable jurists and would cast a reliability liberal vote, no question about it. 
But for years the Democratic faithful have been lamenting how the liberal bloc has lacked 
a booming presence — a first rate intellectual with the personality and persuasion to match 
— who could act as a foil to Scalia and Thomas, and chart a new direction for the court. In 
many ways, the court has become as much a political institution as a judicial one; these days, 
landmark decisions tend to be born of bold thinking, political calculations, and risk taking more 
than stare decisis, and it’s uncertain if the names being bandied fill that bill.
	 However, one name not being discussed does fit the mark: Clinton — both Bill and Hillary. 
Were Hillary not the secretary of state, she would be an obvious choice and the overwhelming 
frontrunner; she’s the perfect combination of political acumen, legal heft, and spirited 
debater that the left so desperately wants to see on the court.  Don’t rule her out for future 
consideration; she may still find herself on the court someday.
	 The more tantalizing and interesting pick would be Bill Clinton. It would be an unusual — 
ok, highly unusual — selection, but not without precedent: William Howard Taft served as chief 
justice for nearly a decade after he left the presidency.
	 Having the greatest politician in generations on the Supreme Court would certainly qualify 
as a game changer. Is there any doubt that Bubba would make an immediate and indelible 
impact on the high court? How much would he relish the chance to match wits and do battle 
with Scalia, Thomas and Roberts on a daily basis? You would almost have to take pity on the 
justices — and the clerks for that matter — the first time he lobbied them on a decision; they 
wouldn’t know what had hit them.  Nobody is more persuasive in a small setting, and the 
Supreme Court is the ultimate small setting.
	 President Obama would probably take some flak for not picking a woman or a minority, 
but in the end Clinton would sail through Senate confirmation, and it would put to rest any 
lingering hard feelings between Bubba and Obama.
	 It’s a long shot — probably a super long shot — but as the Kentucky Derby proved on 
Saturday, sometimes long shots hit.
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it’s your spot in the universe  -  New York

Take a pleasant glide up the escalators at 
Barnes and Noble. They’ve got a few 
options from the second floor to the top, 
cafe level, but the cleanest are those in the 
Children’s Book section. If you must, use the 
rest rooms for grown-ups, just avoid the 
top-floor toilets.

This is the bathroom “borrowing” with an 
ulterior motive. Even if you’re not a guest of 
the trendy Hudson hotel in Midtown, you 
can strut with purpose into their lovely 
bathrooms, and possibly spy some 
celebrities on the way. I’ve heard tell that 
Britney Spears in better times, actually 
vomited all over herself in one of the hotel’s 
bars. Just think - you could’ve been a 
witness.

Best NYC Spots to Pop in and 
Use the Loo
By: aubreeWYATTsmith
tpburl.com/pyhrkn

Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers

Upstairs to the left and right (I prefer the 
ones to the right because fewer people 
seem to use them), these bathrooms are 
absolutely pristine. You could eat off of the 
floors (but don’t), and they’ve got automatic 
flushers that seem to be a bit more 
advanced than those in most airports.

The Shops at 
Columbus Circle 

Hudson

Just up the escalator one flight and to the 
right. In this block of the Upper West Side, it 
can be difficult to find a public rest room, 
and one that’s actually in decent shape. This 
one can be hit-or-miss, but is generally 
pretty clean and you get the feeling that not 
many people actually use it.

Circuit City

Sometimes you don't want to buy a guilt pack of gum or bottled water just to dodge full-on 
kidney failure. When you've gotta go - and you've REALLY gotta go, here are some of the 
cleanest, most convenient, and guilt-free places to stop and use a public rest room. I 
virtually guarantee that no one will even notice.

Hudson
356 W 58th St, New York, NY

Circuit City
2232 Broadway, New York, NY

Columbus Circle
10 Columbus Cir, New York, NY

 doortoriver

Kate Voegele 
School of Rock
tpburl.com/b4g0nc

AIDS Walk New York 2009
Central Park
tpburl.com/q9710j

Get ‘Em Girls’ Guide to the 
Perfect Get-Together
Borders - Columbus Circle
tpburl.com/26cn48

Third Eye Blind
Westchester Broadway Theatre
tpburl.com/rvdyc8

Build It Green!
Bank of America Tower
tpburl.com/zhs1mt

ArtCrawl Harlem
Harlem
tpburl.com/1vbh3g

Sidewalk Art Family 
Program 
Skyscraper Museum
tpburl.com/26sjcm

The Shins
Wellmont Theatre
tpburl.com/xdb3vk
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NEW YORK

See all New York reviews at www.yelp.com/nyc

Peanut Butter & Company

Categories: Sandwiches
Location: 240 Sullivan St, New York, NY 10184
tpburl.com/qxbc65

Andre L. says, “::Andre Biggums Standing up in a Peanut Butter Anonymous Meeting:: 

I've been addicted to Peanut Butter ever since I turned 18. My younger brother is allergic to 
Peanuts, so my Parents forbid me from ever having any. 

In my first year of college, my roommate came home late with a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich. He asked if I wanted a piece and I figured that I was just experimenting. At first, I told 
myself that I would only eat PB&j's on the weekends. Then I started eating them on Mondays 
and before you knew it, I was completely addicted to PB&Js and I was eating them everyday. 

I stopped going to class, got kicked out of school, and had to go back home where I started 
stealing money and stuff around the house to get my peanut butter fix. My parents kicked me 
out and I was forced to sleep in Washington Square Park. This is where I found other PB&J 
junkies like myself. They took me to Peanut Butter &Co. 

Now you can find me passed out on a park bench holding a Peanut Butter BLT.”
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they are taking all the joy out 
of smoking
By Balk | 5/5/09 | The Awl	 tpburl.com/pxtjdc
	 My left index finger has been intermittently numb for about the last week or so; at first I 
put it down to some manifestation of carpal tunnel or such, but now I’m thinking maybe it’s 
somehow related (hopefully subconsciously) to those grisly new anti-smoking ads the city is 
running in the subways. I mean, Jesus fuck. I’m 36 years old, I probably should quit; it’s kind of 
ridiculous to still be smoking at this age. But ohmygod cigarettes are so good. If my only choice 
is to keep my digits but balloon another twenty pounds and be generally irritable (yeah, yeah, 
moreso), I think I’m just gonna suck it up and go the Rahm Emmanuel route. Next time you 
see me I’ll be doing a spot where I’m holding up a mangled fist under the caption “My love of 
smoking robbed me of my love of blogging — Alex, Manhattan.” Ugh. I need a cigarette.

Lifestyle

legwarmers optional: 
new york city’s third annual 
dance parade
By Michelle Vellucci | 5/4/09 | Flavorwire	 tpburl.com/g1zn8p
	 If you watched Fame as a kid and dreamed of dancing your heart out in the streets of New 
York City, then your moment has arrived. The third annual Dance Parade, which is set for May 
16, will feature six thousand dancers boogieing, pirouetting and shimmying their way down 
Broadway, and spectators are invited to join in. The event was founded three years ago as a 
way to celebrate the diversity of dance, as well as to call attention to New York City’s archaic 
cabaret law, which prohibits dancing in nightclubs and bars without a license and which has 
remained largely unchanged since its enactment in 1926. But the founders emphasize that 
their organization is not politically motivated, and that the parade is not a protest but rather a 
celebration of the joy of movement.
	 The parade kicks off at 1 p.m. near 28th and Broadway and winds up at Tompkins Square 
Park with free performances, lessons and a dance party until 7 p.m. After the jump, we catch up 
with co-executive director Yana Landowne to get the scoop on this year’s event.

	 Flavorpill: Tell us a little bit about how Dance Parade got started.

	 Yana Landowne: The official founder is Greg Miller, and it was his idea. It came out of 

Metropolis in Motion, a group that was formed to protest the cabaret laws in New York City. But 

that is a political organization and the parade is not. The parade is not officially in protest of 

the cabaret laws, although it is delightful that it draws attention to them. We’re more of a civic 

organization that is celebrating the diversity of dance in New York City. It came out of a desire 

to celebrate dance as an art form.

	 FP: What kind of response have you gotten in the past couple of years?

	 YL: One thing I love is being in the parade and inspiring the audience to dance. You’ve got 

people on both sides of the parade dancing, and people who don’t consider themselves dancers 

let themselves engage in that. We all get so set in not using our bodies to their fullest potential, 

and something like this is so healthy and so life-affirming. It’s incredible to see that many 

people that happy.

	 FP: What is it about dance that makes people so happy?

	 YL: I think it’s about coming together and celebrating what we have, and it doesn’t cost 

money. Maybe dance is resurging because we’re missing that kind of connection in our daily 

lives. There’s so much that’s depressing out there, and this is celebratory, something that 

anybody can do. Being reminded of that inspires people.

	 FP: What kind of work goes into organizing the parade?

	 YL: It’s a lot of planning, a lot of decisions to be made. Part of my job has been to make 

sure people don’t burn out on it. It’s a whole year spent on creating one day, and it’s all 

volunteer-run. I’d say there’s a core of about twenty to twenty-five who are with us all year. 

There’s so much energy around it and so much positive support, and it feels like it’s growing 

each year. When we started, barely any of us had any of the skills that we now have. It’s been 

beautiful to watch people grow. It’s amazing how much volunteering can change your life.

	 FP: What are your hopes for the future of Dance Parade?

	 YL: We’d love to have it get as big as the Halloween Parade, to have it be around for 

twenty-five years-plus. We want it to get bigger and bigger so that it will remain beyond the 

strength of twenty crazy dedicated volunteers. Right now the question is, how do we remain 

viable and positive? How do we take encouragement from our community and continue to grow 

it in this way?

	 FP: How can people volunteer?

	 YL: Visit the site. Right now we have fifty and I’d love for it to be a hundred and fifty. We’ll 

just take anybody and find out what they want to do and how they want to engage and try to 

make the best out of every situation. It’s fun, it’s festive. You can see on the website the age 

range and diversity and of people involved in creating it. One might say it’s a ragtag group but 

it’s really not. It’s people who are passionate about dance and really want to find a way for it to 

be recognized for its power.
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