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TAKE ME OUTTO THE BALL GAME

FOR HOW MUCH?

By Jill Jaracz | 4/5/09 | the Diva Platform tpburl.com/yvs8jx

I've got to say that I'm a pretty smart girl, so I don't like it when things baffle me a whole
lot. However, a recent Wall Street Journal article had me staring, jaw open, trying to comprehend
the words in front of me.

I know, I know. You're thinking, Jill, stop reading all those fancy articles about market-rate
derivatives that are shorted in order to leverage maximum hedged synergies in comprehensive
bonds, or whatever. I mean, the CEOs of those companies didn’t even get those products, and
they all have fancy degrees from Ivy League schools. How could you possible know what that
economic mess is all about?

My response (besides, First of all, my Ball State education was pretty good, and have you
seen some of the Ivy League morons walking the face of this earth?) would be that I wasn’t
reading about suspect financial products devised for short-term gain and long-term failure. I
was reading about baseball tickets.

It seems that the Yankees—America’s team, cough cough-are having trouble selling tickets
to their snazzy new stadium, which opened this year. The sucker cost $1.5 billion to build, so
ticket prices were naturally set a little on the high side (or maybe New Yorkers just consider
that “normal”). The unfortunate thing for the Yankees is that they decided ticket prices before
the recession really clobbered a lot of people New Yorkers, and they couldn’t afford to spend
$2,500/ticket for premium seats. Yes, that’s right. $2,500. A ticket.

So now the Yankees are a little embarrassed to have games on television where most of the
stadium is full-except for the very best seats around the plate that are shown on TV all the time.
They’ve cut prices radically and are giving away seats to season ticket holders, but if that will
help remains to be seen. As one lawyer who has season tickets that are $325 each said prices
started out too high because it’s hard to try to resell any tickets you can’t use during the season.

But still. $325 a ticket sounds like an absolute bargain compared to the $2,500 a ticket. I
still couldn’t believe that it cost that much, so I actually went to Ticketmaster’s website to get
some facts (and find out what the convenience fees were-if they almost double the price of your
average concert ticket, what would they do in this case).

The best seats for a 2009 prorated season of 66 games are....$16,087.50. A ticket. That
works out to the bargain price of $243.75/game (”bargain” wouldn’t be my word though...I
think anything over $20 is too expensive for a ball game-especially when you’re buying super-
expensive hot dogs and drinks and peanuts on top of it). The total for four tickets (for the
price of three-though if I'm reading correctly, that doesn’t come off the top. They'll credit it or
refund the money, so this is the 16-grand times four): $64,350.00.

Regular people of America, can you imagine paying this much? This is more than
the average American salary! Hence, the reason I'm dumbfounded. Or should I be more
dumbfounded that I'm not making more money so that of course, I'd think nothing of buying
tickets at this price?

Oh-I almost forgot the fees: $40.00 for an online processing fee. $25.00 for a shipping
and processing fee. That’s it. Guess there is some justice in that. Can you imagine if you were
given the option of printing them out at home for $2.50/ticket?

BUBBA ON THE SUPREME COURT...

DON'T TOTALLY RULE IT OUT

By Nick Ragone | 5/5/09 | Donklephant tpburl.com/ydb4fr

Trivia question: Who were the last three Supreme Court justices to be appointed by
Democratic presidents? The most recent are pretty straightforward — both Ruth Bader Ginsburg
and Stephen Breyer still serve on the high court. But prior to that, it had been over 40 years
since Lyndon Johnson appointed Thurgood Marshall as the first African-American justice.

President Barack Obama finds himself in the enviable position of likely having multiple
Supreme Court appointments during his first term — at least one for certain with the retirement
of Justice David Souter. Enviable because, with the Democrats filibuster-proof majority in the
Senate (once Al Franken takes his seat), the president will face scant opposition to whomever he
nominates to the court — a luxury that few presidents have been afforded.

But the real question: will President Obama take advantage of this unique moment — he
has a 20-vote majority in the Senate, sky high approval ratings, and the political winds at his
back — to make a truly game changing selection? Or will he be content to find a justice that
simply ‘checks all the boxes’ —someone that satisfies the numerous political considerations that
go into these picks.

If the early “short lists” are any indication, it seems like the overwhelming consideration
is nothing more than gender. The names most frequently mentioned — Appeals Court Judges
Sonia Sotomayor and Diane Wood, Solicitor General Elena Kagan, and Georgia Supreme Court
judge Leah Sears — are all women, and the overwhelming expectation among beltway insiders
is that the next justice will come from that cohort. The smart money is on a minority woman,
and for that reason Sotomayor is the prohibitive favorite, mostly because she would solidify
Obama’s standing with Hispanic voters, a group that he’s struggled with at times. Leah Sears
would be only the third African-American to sit on the court, and is a strong possibility, too.

But would any on the short list really be a game changer — someone who could reshape
the court in their image the way Earl Warren, and Thurgood Marshall, and now Antonin Scalia
have?

They're all capable jurists and would cast a reliability liberal vote, no question about it.

But for years the Democratic faithful have been lamenting how the liberal bloc has lacked

a booming presence — a first rate intellectual with the personality and persuasion to match

— who could act as a foil to Scalia and Thomas, and chart a new direction for the court. In
many ways, the court has become as much a political institution as a judicial one; these days,
landmark decisions tend to be born of bold thinking, political calculations, and risk taking more
than stare decisis, and it’s uncertain if the names being bandied fill that bill.

However, one name not being discussed does fit the mark: Clinton — both Bill and Hillary.
Were Hillary not the secretary of state, she would be an obvious choice and the overwhelming
frontrunner; she’s the perfect combination of political acumen, legal heft, and spirited
debater that the left so desperately wants to see on the court. Don'’t rule her out for future
consideration; she may still find herself on the court someday.

The more tantalizing and interesting pick would be Bill Clinton. It would be an unusual —
ok, highly unusual — selection, but not without precedent: William Howard Taft served as chief
justice for nearly a decade after he left the presidency.

Having the greatest politician in generations on the Supreme Court would certainly qualify
as a game changer. Is there any doubt that Bubba would make an immediate and indelible
impact on the high court? How much would he relish the chance to match wits and do battle
with Scalia, Thomas and Roberts on a daily basis? You would almost have to take pity on the
justices — and the clerks for that matter — the first time he lobbied them on a decision; they
wouldn’t know what had hit them. Nobody is more persuasive in a small setting, and the
Supreme Court is the ultimate small setting.

President Obama would probably take some flak for not picking a woman or a minority,
but in the end Clinton would sail through Senate confirmation, and it would put to rest any
lingering hard feelings between Bubba and Obama.

It’s a long shot — probably a super long shot — but as the Kentucky Derby proved on
Saturday, sometimes long shots hit.
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GuruThapar | tpburl.com/j4b15c

READER VS. REDEYE ON FAILURE

By The Parking Ticket Geek | 5/6/09 | theexpiredmeter.com tpburl.com/k1xygq

There seems to be a controversy brewing over at the Chicago Reader’s website.

It seems Reader media columnist Michael Miner is taking the RedEye to task for publishing
a cover that he claims looks strikingly similar to a recent Reader cover.

There’s also some heated debate in the comments on which publication actually covered
this parking issue first and/or best.

Unfortunately for both newspapers, this website has been obsessed with the issue since
even before the deal was announced.

My point is that if you have read The Expired Meter even once in a while, the majority of
what both publications covered was really not burning hot news by the time they covered it.

Most of what they covered, outside a few, admittedly choice and juicy revelations by both
newspapers, had been reported here weeks before it ended up in newsprint.

What the Reader did so brilliantly was to layout the time line of the deal, and give it the
context only the great Mick Dumke & Ben Jorvasky could.

The RedEye’s/Tribune’s coverage was mildly insightful. But again, if you read this website,
very little of it is really very timely news.

In no way, should one misconstrue my thoughts to be comparing what we do here to the
Reader, Tribune or RedEye. There’s no real comparison. Those are established news institutions.
The Expired Meter is essentially a goof with a computer and a lot of cool readers contributing
tips, news, stories, and expertise.

Check out Miner’s short post and definitely check out the comments.

CHICAGO EVENTS

Flogging Molly
House of Blues
tpburl.com/6xp754

Lady Sovereign
Metro
tpburl.com/pg56yf

Keane
Aragon Ballroom
tpburl.com/my431s

Keyshia Cole
Chicago Theatre
tpburl.com/yp79dz

Chicago Spring Half
Marathon

The Park at Lake Shore East
tpburl.com/4km8p5

Green Festival
Navy Pier
tpburl.com/crz3vq

Andre Rieu
Allstate Arena
tpburl.com/8dwO0p3

Chicago Comic Book May
Meetup

See listing for location
tpburl.com/m1vnsy

See what is happening in Chicago at eventful.com/Chicago

m Real People. Real Reviews.™

Club Lucky
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Categories: Italian

Location: 1824 W Wabansia Ave, Chicago, IL 60622

Christy M. says, “l just went with a good friend and wow!

| loved the decor! The ambiance is very retro- and no it doesn't need a facelift or updating. It's
cool. My only warning is that it gets pretty loud in here, so if you are with a large group it
might be tough to hear all the convo. But for a few people, it's great.

First off, hats off to any restaurant that serves WARM bread- WARM BREAD! | devoured the
bread! | always feel cheated when they can't be bothered to warm the bread. Club Lucky
warms their bread!

We started with the calamari. | wasn't in love with it. | just didn't get into it. | sort of picked at
it. But the waiter said everyone loves it and other tables around me seemed to devour theirs-
so perhaps I'm a bad calamari judge.

| had the lasagna with a side of meatballs. DELICIOUS! My friend had some special which was
like 2 giant swirls of noodle and yummy ingredients inside. A girl who sat down at the table
next to us looked at my friends plate and asked her waiter what the heck it was cuz it just looked
so darn good.

1"

I will for sure return

See all Chicago reviews at www.yelp.com/chicago

CBS 2'S PAM ZEKMAN STRIKES AGAIN

By The Parking Ticket Geek | 5/2/09 | theexpiredmeter.com tpburl.com/zrb4yd

It seems the queen of Chicago investigative reporting, CBS 2’s Pam Zekman, is trying to
give The Expired Meter a run for it's money.

First, she exposes this VIP preferred parking scam operated by Chicago cops.

Then on Wednesday night, Zekman Exposes The Parking Trap.

Most attentive downtown drivers are aware of rush hour parking restrictions in the Loop.
In the morning the restriction is either from 7-9 AM or even 7-9:30 AM.

It seems that some drivers pull into these non-metered spots a few minutes early, trying
to reserve the spot by remaining in their vehicle until 9:30 AM, when they depart assuming
they’ve just nabbed a prime, free parking spot for the day.

But lately, it seems an undercover police officer has been sitting in his unmarked car, laying
in wait for easy ticket prey.

Instead of doing his job and telling drivers to move their cars, he has been jotting down
license plate numbers and making note of the time they pull in, and then ticket them AFTER
the drivers leave their vehicle.

Some drivers have cried foul to Zekman, who looked into it in her inimitable way.

Here’s the story and video of the investigation.

Thanks to our friend Hilarious Joe for the tip. The Geek completely missed this, as he had
to work late and didn’t catch the 10 PM news.

GEEK EDITOR’S NOTE: Hilarious Joe has written THE definitive guide to handicapped
parking in the city of Chicago.

But the Geek, between kids, family, work, and the deluge of parking meter lease deal news,
has not found the time to edit the piece and post it. The Geek promises to get off his lazy butt
and get it posted soon. Stay tuned!

Thanks again Hilarious Joe.

lguideﬁpot

'~ How To Make A Little Extra Cash
.-fw; In Chicago

By: Coffee Slut
Y. tpburl.com/x67wm1

it's your spot in the universe - Chicago

Before you think about jumping into the Chicago River... Remember that in this city,
sometimes money can be a bit tight, especially in the winter months. Here are a few
suggestions that have given me some cash when things may be slow elsewhere. No
worries, these can be fun! It's all about finding things you're interested in...

Be A Babysitter Work And Get Free
Entertainment

Working the box office at Second City just
once a week, or any improv venue, will get
you in to the shows for free. Plus, you will
be making a little bit of cash to stash.

| leave every week with something
splattered on my shirt, or smelling like child
slobber, but charging $15-20 an hour ain’t
so bad and it's fun to be a child again!

Shop Mysteriously

(nutmeg)

| leave every week with something
splattered on my shirt, or smelling like child
slobber, but charging $15-20 an hour ain’t
so bad and it's fun to be a child again!

Q Second City the Box Office
1616 N Wells St, Chicago, IL

Walk Those Dogs
Q Mystery Shopping
Providers Association
4700 W Lake Ave, Glenview, IL

Recently, | decided to make a little extra
cash and walk my boss’ two dogs while she
was away. Little did | know, it would be a lot
harder than | anticipated. Every time | would
get over to the house, one of them would
leave large brown friends on the floor for
me to clean up!

Walk the Dog LLC
(773) 472-9255

Read more from this guide and others at guidespot.com
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