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playlist

UNDERGROUND CHICAGO PLAYLIST
From Buddy Guy to Smashing Pumpkins to Kanye West, there’s been no shortage of 
legendary musicians to come out of Chicago.  This playlist features a fresh crop of Second 
City artists selected by TPB Music Editor and Chicago Live Music Examiner Amanda Nyren.  
Share your favorite song with Amanda at anyren@theprintedblog.com. It just might make 
the cut for our next playlist.

“Black Mags” - The Cool Kids

Somewhere between the hip hop and hipster crowds, The Cool Kids 

(Antoine Reed and Chuck Ingersoll) finds its audience.  Case in point: in 

2007, it signed with Chicago hip hop haven Chocolate Industries and 

performed among a lineup of asymmetrical haircut-sporting indie bands 

at Pitchfork Music Fest.

http://www.tpburl.com/tv23bx

“Little Friends” - The Ponys

 Too-cool-to-care (about correct pluralization) nu-garage rock band The 

Ponys have earned comparisons to gloomier-than-thou acts The Cure 

and Joy Division. The band has yet to live up to its debut, the moderate 

critical success Laced With Romance.

http://www.tpburl.com/pjgnyk

“Shake It and Break It” - Devil in a Woodpile

If you enjoy vocalists who sound as though they’ve become possessed 

by the spirits of Muddy Waters and Dr. John via some sort of back alley 

Nawlins voodoo ritual or just like to get down to a little tuba oompa-pa-

pa, then local blues/folk outfit Devil in a Woodpile is your band.

http://www.tpburl.com/xrbcd2

“Ecology” - Anni Rossi

Anni Rossi’s eccentric vocals, multi-instrument talents, and unconven-

tional, but highly personal songwriting have earned her the obvious 

label of “female Andrew Bird.” All likenesses aside, Rossi is a true origi-

nal.  Her debut Rockwell, named for the street in Chicago, is a poignant 

assemblage of old and new work, showcasing her simple but beautiful 

songwriting.

http://www.tpburl.com/ym50wp

“Big Bills” - Flosstradamus

Flosstradamus DJs Autobot (Curt Cameruci) and J2K (Josh Young) are 

more dance music curators than gimmicky mashup contrivers.  Whether 

at their monthly oldies night at Logan Square dive The Burlington, 

on tour with Chromeo, or performing at Coachella, Lollapalooza, and 

SXSW, the duo keeps hips shaking with the best music across all genres 

and decades.  Its recent pop-leaning collaboration with Chairlift’s Caro-

line Polacheck on “Big Bills” shows versatility.

http://www.tpburl.com/j6f758

“Old Friend” - Disappears

Throw a pinch of Franz Ferdinand, a dash of The Killers, and a 

sprinkling of Velvet Underground into equal parts reverb-heavy guitar, 

thudding bass, and chant-like vocals, and you’ve got the recipe for 

Disappears.

http://www.tpburl.com/snj143

“Obstacle 1 (Kid Color’s She Can Readmix)” - Kid Color

Whether you love or hate the recent proliferation of mashup DJs in 

our fair city, you can’t deny that every once in a while one of these 

disc-slingers comes up with a genius combination.  Kid Color’s layering 

of Interpol’s monotones over Jock Jams-worthy dance beats is a prime 

example.  Catch the Kid Mondays at Evil Olive’s Rehab night.

http://www.tpburl.com/zxds8k

“Fitz and the Dizzyspells” - Andrew Bird with Mucca Pazza

Currently on tour to promote his fifth studio album Noble Beast, singer, 

songwriter, whistler, guitarist, glockenspielist – in short, all-around indie 

Renaissance Man Andrew Bird played two nights at the Civic Opera 

House last weekend.  If you missed the show, be sure to check out the 

video for “Fitz and the Dizzyspells.”  Filmed at The Hideout, it features 

local circus punk marching band Mucca Pazza.

http://www.tpburl.com/z002pw

photos

READING IS HARD. PICTURES ARE PRETTY. SUBMIT YOUR BREATHTAKING 
PHOTOS TO PHOTOS@THEPRINTEDBLOG.COM.

Matt Brinkley  | tpburl.com/5srqjb

ads

WANT TO TELL OUR READERS ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS? OUR ADS ARE 
CHEAP AND HYPER-LOCAL. TO SEE AD RATES AND HOW ADVERTISING WITH 
THE PRINTED BLOG WILL HELP YOUR BUSINESS, WRITE ADVERTISING@
THEPRINTEDBLOG.COM.

the dead and the dying: 15 
bands we wish wouldn’t reunite
By Andy Phillips | 4/14/09 | Flavorwire 	 tpburl.com/32rh0p 
	 It was bad enough when Blind Melon popped up without bee-suit-loving singer Shannon 
Hoon, but the Grateful Dead without Jerry Garcia? Are you insane? Between that news and the 
ongoing Smashing Pumpkins fiasco (one original member isn’t a reunion, Billy; it’s you…solo… 
sucking), we’re putting the kabosh on the E-Z Pass reunion. After the jump, 15 acts we wish 
wouldn’t reunite, with or without their original members (but are doing it anyway). Feel free to 
add your own two cents in the comments.

1.	 Limp Bizkit 

2.	 Blink-182

3.	 Soul Asylum

4.	 Fastball

5.	 311

6.	 Manowar

7.	 The Beatles

8.	 Fear Factor

9.	 Bad Company

10.	 J Geils Band 

11.	  The Dead 

12.	 Biohazard

13.	 Primus

14.	 The Get Up Kids

15.	 The Smashing Pumpkins

blogs

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? SUBMIT YOUR BLOG FOR PUBLICATION TO BLOGGERS@
THEPRINTEDBLOG.COM. WE WON’T GIVE YOU MONEY (ACTUALLY, WE WILL, BUT 
IT’S NOT MUCH, YET), BUT WE WILL GIVE YOU A SWEET HTML BADGE.

Music

Chirp Off

@theprintedblog asked: if you could have your picture taken 
with anyone, who would it be and why? 

@lensimpressions I would get my picture taken with Michelle Obama because she always 

looks so stylish!

@dudeitsbex Amy Winehouse. Because standing next to her, I’d look really good.

@ianthealy I’d like to be photographed in a compromising position with Oprah 

Winfrey so I could blackmail her.

@msdarkstar Stephan Pastis who draws the comic Pearls Before Swine because he’d be 

awesome to hang out with, even briefly!

@VaginaDrum I would have my picture taken with Ray Romano 15 yrs ago so I could 

kick him in the balls in advance for Everybody Loves Ray

@arielleblogs GOD. Autographed. Imagine how much money I could get for a signed 

picture of God.

@small_town_girl Barry Manilow, if it weren’t for his song Mandy, I would have been a 

Heather.

@tjwrighter Probably Paul McCartney, because he is also the person I would meet if I 

got to choose. Do we get a photo op and a chat?

@allthingsphil Marilyn Manson, so that in this crazed state I’m in that grad school has 

caused, I’ll be in good company.

@ihatesomuch probably Barack Obama because everyone would be super jealous.

WE POST A QUESTION FROM OUR TWITTER FEED IN EVERY ISSUE OF THE 
PRINTED BLOG. POST YOUR ANSWER TO OUR QUESTIONS AND YOU MIGHT BE 
FEATURED IN OUR NEXT ISSUE! YOU’LL BE FAMOUS! TO RESPOND TO OUR 
WEEKLY INQUIRY, VISIT TWITTER.COM/THEPRINTEDBLOG.
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WICKER PARK

See all Chicago reviews at www.yelp.com/chicago

Paper Doll

Categories: Cards & Stationery
Location: 2048 W Division St, Chicago, IL 60622
tpburl.com/7nbt34

Hollie S. says, “Wow. I mean, really, just wow. 

I went in to pick up a Thank You card to send after my upcoming job interview and found myself 
staring at the cards (actually just the Thank You cards alone), open-mouthed for a good five 
minutes before coming out of my reverie. Then I spent another ten minutes just trying to choose 
one; they were all lovely and it was a difficult decision.

I walked towards the counter to pay and that's when I noticed... Hey! This place doesn't just 
have cards. I was suddenly bombarded by hundreds of things I would have bought in a second, 
had I the money to do so. 

I didn't think it would be a good idea to fold to my whim to take one of everything, having just 
been laid off, but rest assured, Paper Doll, when I am back on my feet, I'm coming back and I'm 
leaving with a full bag or two of teacups, magnets, books, necklaces, dog collars, and buttons.”

the top ten most underappreciated chicago athletes
By Danny Sheridan | 4/14/09 | Top Ten Chicago Sports 	 tpburl.com/kwsz87
	 Last August, I did a list on the top ten most overrated Chicago athletes (that list is subject to change 
now). So, on the opposite end, here are 10 guys who don’t get enough recognition. Before you read on, I’d 
like to apologize for having so many Cubs on here (I root equally for both teams, so forget the bias angle).

10. Brad Miller The main reason why the Bulls have made a late season surge was the acquisition of Miller 
and John Salmons from Sacramento. While Salmons very easily could have been on this list by himself, 
Miller’s veteran experience has done wonders for this team, especially for Tyrus Thomas and Joakim Noah. 
And his 13 point and eight rebound average for the month of March have shown that Miller still has some-
thing left to offer on the court as well.

9. Ryan Theriot Who led the National League in base hits last season? That would be Theriot. He rarely strikes 
out, is real sure-handed at shortstop (although he has a weak arm) and hit .307 last year. Still, many Cubs 
fans don’t seem to be sold on Theriot as the long-term answer at the position. With all the great shortstops in 
the National League, Theriot gets sort of lost in the shuffle.

8. Matt Thornton You wouldn’t recognize Thornton if he’s not wearing his number 37 jersey. And when you 
talk about the best setup lefties in baseball, his name rarely gets mentioned. But, with a big thanks to Don 
Cooper, Thornton has the best stuff of any Chicago reliever not named Carlos Marmol. Last season, he was 
just filthy, posting a 2.67 ERA and striking out well over a batter an inning. Team USA recognized his value by 
selecting him for the WBC, so when will the rest of Chicago?

7. Alex Brown Brown was one of only two Bears on defense, the other being Lance Briggs, who played up 
to his ability last season. You know Brown’s going to get you close to seven sacks every year, and where he 
really stands out is the job he does against the run, something Adewale Ogunleye could take lessons on. 
Another thing that goes unnoticed is the number of holding penalties he draws on offensive linemen. They 
don’t keep stats for that, but I’d bet Brown was one of the league leaders in that category last season.

6. Ryan Dempster Some people might argue that you can’t really be underappreciated when you win 17 
games, finish with an under 3.00 ERA, and make the All-Star team, but let me ask you this: if you were to put 
100 Cubs fans in a room and ask them who the team’s best pitcher was, how many would say Dempster? I’d 
guess less than 10, with Zambrano and Harden splitting the majority of the votes. Even though he has only 
done it for one season, I still don’t understand why more people don’t consider Dempster the Cubs’ ace over 
the overrated and inconsistent Zambrano.

5. Ben Gordon Here’s maybe the biggest sports myth in Chicago: Derrick Rose is the most important player 
on the Bulls. No way. It’s Gordon. Think about it: how many games would the Bulls have won this season 
without Gordon? Probably around 25. I know he doesn’t play very good defense, and he does force a lot 
of bad shots, but without Gordon’s consistent scoring, the Bulls would be really bad. Re-signing him this 
offseason is a must, something I never would have thought I’d say as recently as a couple months ago.

4. Duncan Keith On an up and coming Blackhawks team, names like Kane, Toews, Havlat, Sharp, Campbell 
and Versteeg get the most attention. Now in his fourth season, Keith has quietly turned into one of the 
league’s best defensemen. He leads the Hawks and ranks fourth in the entire NHL with a whopping plus-33. 
Keith also is the leader on the team in minutes, and has been a huge reason why the Blackhawks have 
turned into a contender a year earlier than most people expected.

3. Ted Lilly When the Cubs shelled out 40 million for Lilly, a lot of people were very skeptical, because his 
career numbers up until that point were along the lines of a number four starter, yet he was being paid like a 
number two. In his two seasons on the North Side though, Lilly (32-17, 3.96 ERA) has been nothing short of  
solid. He’ll never get much recognition pitching behind the Cubs’ big three, but without Lilly these last two 
seasons, especially in 2007, the Cubs don’t make the playoffs.

2. Robbie Gould Before the Bears traded for some guy named Cutler, Gould was right up there with Matt 
Forte as the most important player in the Bears’ offense yet he was pretty much taken for granted as fans 
focused on the team’s offensive struggles at all the other positions.. Gould was one of the few dependable 
things on this Bears team these last two seasons, hitting 57 of 65 field goal tries, an 87.6% that was good for 
sixth in the NFL during that span. It’s tough for field goal kickers to ever get their proper due, but Gould has 
solidified the position after a string of really bad kickers in Chicago ever since Kevin Butler left in the mid-
90s.

1. Reed Johnson This is a guy every team would love to have. He won’t hit for much power or steal many 
bases, but Johnson is a career .284 hitter, can play all three outfield positions and has a knack for coming up 
with the clutch hit. If the Cubs are going to win their division for a third straight year, they’ll need Johnson to 
produce like he did last season (.303 BA), because who knows what they’ll get from Kosuke Fukudome over 
a full season.

FAIL: chicago reader spills the beans on Chicago’s 
Parking meter lease deal
By The Parking Ticket Geek | 4/9/09 | The Expired Meter 	 tpburl.com/3n5kpm
	 Journalism is not dead.
	 At least not at the Chicago Reader.
	 Journalistic pugilists, Mick Dumke and Ben Joravsky, are the 1-2 punch that lays out Chi-
cago’s parking meter lease deal for the whole world to see–warts, warts, warts and all.
	 The two’s cover story, entitled FAIL-How Daley and his crew hid their process from the 
public, ignored their own rules, railroaded the City Council, and screwed the taxpayers on the 
parking meter lease deal, is a time line showing step,  by painful step, how the lease deal went 
down.
	 It’s definitely not a pretty picture AND stinks to high heaven.
	 Here are some of the highlights.
	 *Although there were 10 original applicants hoping to bid on the parking meters, somehow 
the pool got winnowed down to only two, Morgan Stanley and the Macquarie partnership–and 
the city has no explanation of how and why this happened.
	 What’s the big deal? Well, think of it this way.
	 Let’s say you have a Van Gogh painting up for auction. What are the chances you’re go-
ing to get top dollar if you have a room full of people bidding on the painting versus just two 
people? Less competition means less of a chance you’re going to get maximum value for your 
asset.
	 In addition, there seemed to be a qualitative difference between a few of the other initial 
bidders and the Morgan Stanley proposal according to Dumke.
	 “It’s fair to say that it (Morgan Stanley’s proposal) was less detailed than a few of the other 
packages that were submitted,” says Dumke.
	 With only two final bidders out of ten, it seems like Morgan Stanley had just been made 
bride in an arranged marriage. In other words, the fix was in.
	 *Even though by law, the city must respond to a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) re-
quest within seven days, the city takes six weeks to turnover the requested information, and still 
not all the information requested had been turned over to the Reader.
	 *CPM LLC did not submit an economic disclosure statement that was required to be a 
bidder until AFTER the  bids were opened. Tehnically, CPM should not have been allowed to 
submit a bid.
	 *Morgan Stanley seems to have misrepresented itself in its bid documents, claiming to be 
the sole vendor in its bid proposal, but ends up creating a separate entity called Chicago Parking 
Meters, LLC that is actually a consortium of investors, led by Morgan Stanley.
	 In fact, by the Reader’s time line, and searching the Illinois Secretary of State’s Corporate 
database, Chicago Parking Meters, LLC did not even exist as an entity when it submitted its bid 
or when it was announced as the winning bidder.
	 CPM, LLC did not come into existence until December 3, 2008 according to the State of 
Illinois, even though the bids were opened on December 1st and CPM, LLC, was announced as 
the winning bidder on December 2nd.
	 *The Reader posts much, if not all of the supporting documentation from the city on its 
website, including bidder proposals and bids from the two final bidders.
	 What Dumke and Joravsky show, is that this deal seems to have gone down in an even 
more underhanded, backroom way than anyone originally thought.
	 This is a deal that seems to get worse and worse as time goes by.
	 And with 74 years and 8 months to go on the lease–it’s going to be a long and painful ride 
for Chicagoans.
	 Read it and weep.

OK Go
Double Door
tpburl.com/86q9gm

M. Ward
Vic Theatre
tpburl.com/pwf3h5

Soulive
Double Door
tpburl.com/j5pvsr

Etta James
House Of Blues
tpburl.com/dy5gc7

Tinted Windows
Double Door
tpburl.com/rhd07s

Neko Case
The Chicago Theatre
tpburl.com/k5743t

Zoe
Congress Theatre
tpburl.com/sfqr8h

Belmondos
Jerry’s Wicker Park
tpburl.com/wjm276
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See what is happening in Chicago at eventful.com/Chicago

Union organizes teachers at 3 
charter schools
By John Myers | 4/3/09 | Catalyst Chicago 	 tpburl.com/4mnx03
	 Teachers have signed union cards at three Chicago International Charter Schools run by 
Civitas Schools, a Chicago-based education management group.
	 About three-quarters of the 115 teachers at the Chicago International Northtown Academy, 
Wrightwood and Ralph Ellison campuses have filed for representation rights with the Illinois 
Educational Labor Relations Board.
	 State law requires a simple majority for the establishment of a union, and the teachers 
will seek immediate recognition and bargaining rights under the Chicago Alliance of Charter 
Teachers and Administrators (Chicago ACTS) flag.
	 About 1,500 students, collectively, are enrolled at schools run by Civitas.
	 Chicago ACTS joins a nationwide network of some 70 charter schools affiliated with the 
American Federation of Teachers.
	 The Illinois Federation of Teachers aided in organizing charter schools here, but “the 
teachers did the bulk of the work themselves,” says IFT spokesperson Gail Purkey. “We provided 
technical assistance and legal advice.”
	 Teachers were particularly concerned with high teacher turnover at the schools, says 
Purkey. Working hours and pay—perennial union issues—will also be key in future negotiations. 
But Purkey says teachers, more than anything, want a formal way to influence how schools are 
managed, from professional development decisions to curricular choices.
	 The labor board will likely issue a decision in about 30 days, Purkey predicts. Teachers 
would expect to start contract talks immediately afterward.
	 Civitas administrators released a written statement acknowledging the development, 
noting that they are working with their lawyers to review the petition to the labor board. 

dumb down
By VMichael | 4/16/09 | Dumb Down 	 tpburl.com/7m3jk1
	 Well, the Public Building Commission is taking bids (RFQ actually) to demolish ALL of the 
Michael Reese campus for the Olympic Village, now that the IOC committee has been shown 
a lovely vision of loveliness that could only come from renderings and never from reality. This 
means not only the recently documented eight buildings by Walter Gropius (the only ones in 
Illinois) but also the Schmidt, Garden and Martin building that was shown as being preserved 
in the plans for the village. This is dumb, and both Landmarks Illinois and Preservation Chicago 
have said so.
	 I would like to have the Olympics in Chicago. I am proud of Chicago because it has always 
innovated in architecture and planning. Why stop now?
	 It’s not that you have to save everything. It is NEVER that. It’s that you have to at least look 
at the more sustainable, more energy-savvy option of saving things. You have to do your home-
work. Can these buildings be rehabilitated as the Olympic Village? Do they have the lovely lake 
views shown to the IOC? Maybe they do, maybe they don’t. Maybe they can be rehabilitated 
efficiently, maybe not. WE DON’T KNOW. And with this call for demolition, WE WILL NEVER 
KNOW.
	 Why - at the moment when you are about to stride onto the world stage as a player - would 
you pull a punk move like this? Jim Peters, President of Landmarks Illinois, called the demoli-
tion without reuse study “premature” and “foolhardy.” I think it also hurts the bid. The rest of 
the world knows about this architecture.
	 To learn more about the Gropius buildings, see this Monday’s presentation by Grahm 
Balkany at 5:30 PM at the Haefele showroom, 154 W. Hubbard in Chicago - registration required 
- check http://www.savemrh.com/ for updates.

http://www.yelp.com/chicago
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