




















THINGS THAT ARE IMPORTANT
IN SF PART DEUX

By Ramona | 4/6/09 | Not so serious tpburl.com/ghvqgby
I did this when I first moved here, and at the time I only had like 4 items, but they have

all stood the test of time, which is another piece of evidence that SF and I are soulmates. They

included Trader Joes, not blocking the sidewalk, indoor plants, the difference between San

Francisco and California and not complimenting people on their insanely hip outfits. Here are 8

more things that are really important to people in San Francisco.

1. parks: People in san francisco love parks. This is because they love to be “active” and enjoy
“nature”” Obviously, they don’t enjoy nature that much or they would be living on a ranch in
Montana instead of a 7x7 peninsula made out of cement. This is another reason they enjoy
parks: guilt. Upper middle class liberal guilt drives people to get outside as much as possible,
because they think it makes them more virtuous, because they are “seizing the moment.”
People in San Francisco love to seize the moment. The most important park to people in San
Francisco is not Golden Gate, but Dolores. Golden Gate is for tourists and moms on the way
to the Academy of Sciences. Dolores park is for hip young people looking to mingle with other
hip young people. Dolores Park is also in the Mission, which is another thing that is important
to people in San Francisco, because the Mission has diversity. People in San Francisco love
to eat cheap and “authentic” Mexican food in the Mission almost as much as they love to talk
about it.

2. wine bars: People in San Francisco love wine bars. Wine bars incorporate lots of things that
are really important to people in San Francisco and it’s all in one easy location. These things
include wine, large wine glasses, dark wood, olives, small plates, good-looking young people,
and water in decanters. The only problem with wine bars is the incredibly extensive wine
menu with many difficult-to-pronounce words on it. If there’s anything that people in San
Francisco hate more than L.A., | guess it might be looking like an unsophisticated moron who
doesn’t know how to say beaujolais. This causes people to have wine bar anxiety, which
in turn causes some uncomfortable feelings, because they also know that they really love
wine bars. This is called cognitive dissonance. This is also why pre-gaming in the park was
invented, so that you can get sloshed before you even get to the wine bar and not even care
when you start speaking Spanish.

3. hating on Marina people: People in San Francisco love to hate on people who live/hang-out in
the Marina. Neighborhood differentiation is almost more important to people in San Francisco
than it is to people in New York. The Marina is considered to be where people from continen-
tal California (i.e. L.A.) congregate, and if there’s anything people in San Francisco hate more
than L.A., | would almost feel bad for that thing. People in San Francisco, especially people
who live in the Mission or the Haight, love to talk shit about Marina people and can often be
heard sitting in a park somewhere, drinking Red Stripe and saying things like this, “If only
the people in the Marina would disappear, | think | would actually enjoy hanging out there.”
Sometimes, when people from other neighborhoods decide to venture into the Marina to try
out one of their trendy new restaurants, they have conversations like this, “Let’s go to dinner
at SuchandSuch."“Where's that?” “In the Marina (this part is said in a whisper)."“Hah. I'll
be sure to wear my Juicy sweatsuit.” “Yeah, and I'll be sure to wear my striped button-up
and man Sevens when | pick you up in my BMW.” And then everyone laughs. People in San
Francisco love to make clever jokes, and then laugh about them with friends.

4. fixed gear bicycles: People in San Francisco love fixed gear bicycles. In case you don't live
in San Francisco, a fixed gear bicycle or “fixie” seems to be best summed up as one in which
there is typically only one gear ratio, no visible brakes, and pedals that spin whenever the bike
is in motion making coasting impossible, and perfecting the art of the standing on your pedals
at stoplights very important. People in San Francisco love doing stuff like standing noncha-
lantly on the pedals of their bikes while waiting at a stoplight downtown. They feel they look
cool when they do this, and the truth is they kind of do. If you are walking within earshot near
anyone who looks like they might be from San Francisco and you say the word “fixie” they will
immediately turn around and want to either be your friend or strangle you, probably the latter
because people from San Francisco already have friends.

5. dogs: People in San Francisco love dogs. Not just small dogs either, but dogs of all sizes and
shapes. This is because people in San Francisco love diversity and originality. Some especially
popular dogs in San Francisco are Bulldogs (both English and French), Great Danes (because
it's important to have a dog the size of a pony when you live in an apartment the size of my
knuckle), pugs (which also happen to be the most popular dog in the U.S.), and Dachsunds,
which are simply adorable. When people aren'’t talking to each other about how much they
want a dog, or how mean their landlord is to not let them have one, they are in a park obsess-
ing over other people’s dogs. Dog adoration is a major way that people get dates in San
Francisco. You like the look of someone’s dog, you like the look of the dog’s owner, the dog
comes and sits by you, the owner follows it over and you say, “What a cute dog!” And all of a
sudden you have a boyfriend and a pet.

6. coffee shops that sell beer: People in San Francisco love coffee shops that sell beer. This is
partly because people in San Francisco love to drink. They love to consider themselves to be
“European” instead of “American” and therefore feel the need to drink during the day as much
as possible. People in San Francisco take day drinking to whole new levels, and they love to
do this in parks (see #1). So you say, why not just go to a bar, San Franciscans? The reason
is this: for every 10 San Franciscans who love day drinking there are 10 more who are “not
drinking this week” or working a 12-step program or pregnant. If you are meeting up with one
of these temporary teetotalers for a beverage you can't just go to a bar, because that might
interfere with their goals, program, or pregnancy so you go to a coffee shop that sells beer
and bam one person starts to get hopped up on caffeine while the other is mellowing out on
a Blue Moon, and soon the neurons in you and your friend’s brains are firing at totally different
speeds, and everyone is happy.

7. knowing the owner: People in San Francisco love to go places where they know the owner.
They also look for places in conversations where they can say things like, “Oh yeah, | know
the owner” When they go to places where they know the owner they feel very superior to ev-
eryone who they feel probably does not know the owner, and therefore is not as cool as they
are. They like to greet the owner with a kiss on both cheeks to demonstrate how European
they are and also the fact that they know the owner well enough to kiss him/her on the face,
although in San Francisco you don't have to know people very well to be allowed and even
encouraged to kiss them on both cheeks, but if you go to the wrong side first you might end
up having an open mouth moment, which can be embarrassing, and people in San Francisco
hate to be embarassed. When people get to know the owner of a restaurant/wine bar/tattoo
parlor they like to go there as much as possible so that they can become “regulars.” They also
like for at least part of their bill to be comped by the owner. If the owner neglects to comp at
least part of the bill the people feel sad, rejected, and insecure and since these are the most
hated feelings in the minds of San Franciscans they may stop frequenting this establishment,
and they might even take down their 4-star Yelp! review about it.

8. tattoos: If there is anything that people in San Francisco love more than tattoos that thing is
probably a wine bar. A lot of people in wine bars have tattoos. People in San Francisco are re-
ally good at incorporating lots of things that they like into one really awesome thing like a wine
bar next to a park filled with good-looking young people with tattoos who hate the Marina.
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Nick’s Crispy Tacos
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Categories: Mexican
Location: 1500 Broadway, San Francisco, CA 94109

Janney B. says, “A man sat across from me on the morning train and ran his hand through his
hair 137 times in a row. | didn't start counting until after awhile, so the correct number is
actually much higher.

| looked around for a hidden camera, but couldn't spot one. And then noticed something: He
was only massaging his head when the train was underground between stops. His rubbing was
a coping mechanism for being scared to death of dying underground. Isn't that hilarious?!
* *

pause

| think we can all stand to learn from this morning's scalp molestor. So, the next time | go to
Nick's Crispy Tacos and I'm tempted to order two tacos, even though one is big enough to fill
me up, I'm gonna rub my head. Really good and really hard and over and over again. As the
line weaves through the nightclub next door, all the way up to the front of the cash register, I'm
gonna be rubbing until they either, A) call the police with a 5150, or B) refuse to let me order my
tacos Nick's way.

Not that there's anything wrong with paying $.95 cents for a flour tortilla and huge dollop of
guac to be added to your crispy taco. But my waistline doesn't need it. At all.

When we order food, | think we all can learn a thing or two from guys who touch themselves on
the Muni train”

See all San Francisco reviews at www.yelp.com/sf

SAN FRANCISCO EVENTS

Ub40

Marin Center Showcase
Theater/San Rafael
tpburl.com/sjmnbq

Bloc Party
FoxTheatre - Oakland
tpburl.com/rwy3zm

Britney Spears
Oracle Arena
tpburl.com/59knh8

Morrissey, The Courteeners
ParamountTheatre
tpburl.com/52rp9v

Giants vs. Diamondbacks
AT&T Park
tpburl.com/m14wh8

Spinal Tap
ParamountTheatre
tpburl.com/80hg4k

There’s No Place Like Home
Westin Saint Francis Hotel
tpburl.com/vqzcyg

Earth Day Extravaganza
Richmond District
Neighborhood Center
tpburl.com/jbz249

See what is happening in San Francisco at eventful.com/SanFrancisco
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