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The Grocery Bistro

Categories: American
Location: 804 W Washington Blvd, Chicago, IL 60607
tpburl.com/kg53dh

Laura R. says, “I have been a fan of executive chef Andre Christopher since his day's at Pops 
and been DYING to get another shot at his food. That day, my friends came last night.  Spec-
tacular ambiance in the Grocery. Casual, but not really.  Great table wear (love love love the 
extra long utensils!) and the wine store next door was the icing on the cake. Food wise, I got my 
craving taken care of right away.  The steak tartar with quail egg was ridiculous.  The oysters 
rockafeller (with kumomotos on the way) top notch. Then for dinner the lamb and pork.  SICK! 
Even dessert was flavourful and delicious. Some sort of ladyfinger and creme thing with 
crumbled bacon on top.  I will be the regular, just look for "Laura" and "Megpie" plaques on the 
back of 2 bar chairs. So proud of my little baby all growns up.”

PHOTOS

Steven Karl Metzer  | tpburl.com/hzv480

directions via foot and public 
transportation
By Jeff | 3/30/09 | ChitownLiving 	 tpburl.com/9y4xf5 
	 Ever wonder how to get from point A to point B via public transportation? Or to put it in a 
real estate purchase context, ever wonder what the best route is from that perfect condo to your 
workplace, or perhaps the airport via public transportation?
	 Enter Hop Stop. Enter a start address and end address or destination (ex. O’hare Airport) 
and get directions via public transportation. The neat part about the site is, it fills in gaps 
between public transportation methods by incorporating walking or cab segments. For example, 
if you need to walk to the EL from your start location, it provides walking directions for this 
section of the trip. I tested on a couple of my active listings. For example, I tested it from our 
new Kimball Station development at 4720 N. Kimball to O’hare by El only. Not the most direct 
route but it worked. Give it a try.

PHOTOS

Dewey Tann  | tpburl.com/mj3805

Buzzflash weighs in on parking meter privatization
By The Parking Ticket Geek | 3/26/09 | theexpiredmeter.com 	 tpburl.com/sk8f2t
(Original article on BuzzFlash.com by Meg White) 
	 It’s economic crunch time. Do you know where your parking meters are? How about your 
airports, parking lots and highways? What about your community’s collective sense of outrage?
	 Here in Chicago, municipal assets — which once brought in a consistent flow of cash — are 
being sold into private hands for a sliver of their long-term worth in order to cover short-term 
expenses. Thankfully, our outrage is still our own.
	 The latest in Mayor Richard M. Daley’s long line of privatization schemes is parking meters. 
In December, Chicago nabbed $1.16 billion from a private consortium run almost entirely by 
Morgan Stanley for a 75-year lease of municipal parking meters. The system itself will be run 
by LAZ Parking, with the city retaining legal rights such as meter placement and parking ticket 
revenues.
	 (Though his role there is unclear, it’s worth mentioning that Mayor Daley’s nephew 
William Daley Jr. is a registered lobbyist with Morgan Stanley, a company that netted a lucrative 
parking lot privatization deal with the City of Chicago soon after William was hired on.)
	 The largest long-term concession agreement of its kind, the parking meter lease was 
forced through the Chicago City Council by the strong arm of the Mayor’s office with only five 
dissenting votes out of 50. One of those votes was Ald. Toni Preckwinkle, who represents the 
4th Ward.
	 “Are these things really a good deal? When you sell an asset, or lease an asset for 75, 99 
years, whatever — it’s very hard to figure out, especially on the timeframe we’ve been given 
— whether or not this is a good deal for the taxpayers. Not just now, but our children and 
grandchildren,” Preckwinkle said on a local morning news show, noting she had very little time 
to read and understand the ramifications of such a huge deal in the very short time available 
prior to voting on it.
	 Now that LAZ has taken over and made clear its plans to jack up prices to astronomical 
levels, drivers are suffering “massive sticker shock.” Hours when meters are enforced have been 
expanded, with Sundays now thrown in. Those wishing to park in the Loop for two hours might 
wish for stronger pipes, since they’ll have to lug 28 quarters along with them. And it’s only 
going to get worse: Meter rates will reportedly quadruple by 2013.
	 Chicago Sun-Times columnist Carol Marin notes that drivers are avoiding meters altogether 
because the cost is so exorbitant. Marin calls it a “pocketbook protest” and a “quiet rebellion.”
	 But it’s not just fiscal dissent sweeping the city. Mild-mannered Chicagoans are going 
ballistic on meters, jamming them with pennies, covering them with spray paint or removing 
them entirely. Click here to see pictures of defaced meters on the blog, The Expired Meter.
	 While you’re there, check out the comments at the end of that blog post and you’ll see that 
the issue is also manifesting itself as something of a culture war. Bikers and those who rely on 
public transit are telling motorists to suck it up and pay for the privilege of driving. Then there’s 
anger coming from suburbanites, parents and others who insist they cannot go without a car. 
And, while messing up hungry meters may be cathartic, the cost of fixing them (city workers are 
being paid by LAZ to meet the increased repair needs) will be passed on to citizens, prompting 
anger from others who are obeying the new parking regime.
	 As a matter of full disclosure, I live in the city and do not own a car, nor do I live on a 
street with meters. I’m also not a big fan of suburbs, self-righteous bike messengers or strollers 
on the subway. But that’s beside the point.
	 This infighting among inhabitants of Chicagoland is obscuring the real issue. Tollway 
fees and transit fares climb consistently, at nearly the same rate that potholes and train delays 
increase. In the budget war that has ensued in Springfield since Gov. Rod Blagojevich was 
impeached, it’s become clear that both income and property taxes will likely increase. Chicago 
has the highest sales tax rate in the country. Though the privatization deal was supposed to plug 
budget holes, taxpayers aren’t getting a break anywhere. Everyone is getting screwed here, and 
it’s not the fault of soccer moms or modern-day Cool Hand Lukes.
	 What this populist protest against privatization is not, however, is the faux revolt tea 
parties organized by the likes of Glenn Beck, et al. Chicagoans are frustrated with the regressive, 
backward, double-taxing that generally comes in the form of fees. Much like the extreme sales 
tax in the city, the parking meters hit the populace as a flat tax, hurting those who can’t afford 
it more than those who can. Marin’s “quiet rebellion” is truly grassroots and diametrically 
opposed to the conservative Astroturf “uprising” against the president’s progressive plan to tax 
the wealthy.
	 As I’ve pointed out before, the reason behind this privatization is a holdover from the 
massive tax cuts of the 1980s, a product of Reaganomics gone rampant. But due to the current 
state of affairs, cash-strapped local governments are dealing with the double whammy of under-
funded mandates and programs as well as falling income and property tax revenues due to job 
losses and foreclosures. They need to go somewhere for their cash, and in Chicago’s case, that 
place was private businesses.
	 But it’s not just Chicago. The recession is causing local governments all over the country 
to utilize increasingly short-sighted, if temporarily creative, ways to raise funds. As this 
salivating law blogger puts it, “infrastructure finance could be the next big thing for hungry 
transactional lawyers… Chicago’s parking meter privatization could provide a roadmap for other 
municipalities seeking to raise funds in tough economic times.”
	 So allow one frustrated Chicagoan to give a bit of advice: Hold on to your community’s 
assets as well as your outrage. Both are priceless.

modesty
By Dmitry Samarov | 3/4/09 | HACK 	 tpburl.com/9hmjf1 
	 5AM and the two of them were the last outside the bar’s locked doors...”Your place?” he 
asked her as they got in and the Lincoln Park address she offered made him ask, “You live 
there?”...
	 Whether they’d met at the last watering hole or at the one just before that, they made an 
odd pair. She was made up and wore clothes that had obviously set her back something, whereas 
he was a scrawny, bespectacled, hipster type. The need to warm another’s bed had bridged the 
class and culture chasm once more...
	 “I get it,” she said, “ever since I got to this town, the guys I’ve dated have been infatuated 
with who I am,”...Eliciting no more than murmured assent, she continued, “I’ve always been 
the best at anything I’ve ever tried, Oh Yeah, I was the Homecoming Queen...I’m passionate 
about everything I do, my sisters were model-gorgeous, in beauty contests, so I’m all about com-
peting and getting what I want...”
	 All through her soliloquy, he cowered closer and closer to the window, present in body but 
edging toward flight...As we pulled into the high-rise’s drive, he went out without a word and 
loitered uncertainly by the glass doors...”My little boyfriend’s allergic to paying his way, a real 
winner!” as she dug the MasterCard from her purse...She bolted inside, high-fiving the door-
man; he followed sheepishly in her wake, undoubtedly thrilled to spend the night with God’s 
Gift to Men...
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