




















DIRECTIONS VIA FOOT AND PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION

By Jeff | 3/30/09 | ChitownLiving tpburl.com/9y4xf5

Ever wonder how to get from point A to point B via public transportation? Or to put it in a
real estate purchase context, ever wonder what the best route is from that perfect condo to your
workplace, or perhaps the airport via public transportation?

Enter Hop Stop. Enter a start address and end address or destination (ex. O’hare Airport)
and get directions via public transportation. The neat part about the site is, it fills in gaps
between public transportation methods by incorporating walking or cab segments. For example,
if you need to walk to the EL from your start location, it provides walking directions for this
section of the trip. I tested on a couple of my active listings. For example, I tested it from our
new Kimball Station development at 4720 N. Kimball to O’hare by El only. Not the most direct
route but it worked. Give it a try.
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SLOW ECONOMY SPURS JUMP IN IDENTITY THEFT CASES

By James Dimeas | 2/10/09 | Chicago Criminal Defense Attorneys tpburl.com/64xy38

A study released on Monday by Javelin Strategy & Research shows that the number of
identity theft cases jumped 22 percent to a total of 9.9 million cases in 2008. However, the
actual monetary loss from each incident dropped 31 percent to $496. It is likely that as the
economy worsens, the number of identity theft cases will continue to rise. It appears as if
criminals are getting more desperate as the economy gets worse. 43 percent of identity theft
cases were linked to wallet thefts. This number is up from 33 percent in 2007. Women were
26 percent more likely to be the victims of identity theft because they reported more cases of
lost or stolen purses and wallets. Online identity theft only accounted for about 11 percent of
all identity theft cases. More than 10 percent of victims of identity theft knew their identity
thieves. The drop in the monetary loss from each incident can be attributed to banks taking
greater steps to clear up identity theft when it becomes apparent that this has occurred and
individuals are more alert when something like this happens.

For more information about the Chicago criminal defense attorneys at Legal Defenders,
visit us at www.thelegaldefenders.com or call us anytime at 1-800-228-7295.

m Real People. Real Reviews.™

HB Restaurant

Categories: American
Location: 3404 N Halsted, Chicago, IL 60657

Charlotte B. says, “What can | say about this place? HB is in my top 5 favorite restaurants in the
city. The atmosphere is intimate and lively at the same time - perfect for a date, to bring your
parents or come with a group of friends (I've brought all of the above and they've loved it!).

As for the food, there a couple items on their menu that | crave on a routine basis. The almond
stuffed dates are amazing, LOVE the truffle fries, and their seasonal specials are great. They
served a rabbit stew / soup (I can't remember the name, something German) once that was so
good | was practically licking my plate clean.

Just writing this review makes me want to go..”

See all Chicago reviews at www.yelp.com/chicago

CHICAGO EVENTS

Chris Cornell
RivieraTheatre
tpburl.com/6xtnm7

Spring Fling
Zella
tpburl.com/zs7824

Cubs - Cardinals
Wrigley Done Right
tpburl.com/5qgbrvp

This American Life With Ira
Glass

The Chicago Theatre
tpburl.com/myt8dc

LAKEVIEW

Travis
VicTheatre
tpburl.com/bx93kv

Magnolia-Goodman Theatre
League of Chicago Theatres
tpburl.com/06dj5q

Alkaline Trio
Metro!
tpburl.com/k87zb9

The Innocent
Cubby Bear Lounge
tpburl.com/8chntf

See what is happening in Chicago at eventful.com/Chicago

BUZZFLASH WEIGHS IN ON PARKING METER PRIVATIZATION

By The Parking Ticket Geek | 3/26/09 | theexpiredmeter.com tpburl.com/sk8f2t

It’s economic crunch time. Do you know where your parking meters are? How about your
airports, parking lots and highways? What about your community’s collective sense of outrage?

Here in Chicago, municipal assets — which once brought in a consistent flow of cash — are
being sold into private hands for a sliver of their long-term worth in order to cover short-term
expenses. Thankfully, our outrage is still our own.

The latest in Mayor Richard M. Daley’s long line of privatization schemes is parking meters.
In December, Chicago nabbed $1.16 billion from a private consortium run almost entirely by
Morgan Stanley for a 75-year lease of municipal parking meters. The system itself will be run
by LAZ Parking, with the city retaining legal rights such as meter placement and parking ticket
revenues.

(Though his role there is unclear, it’s worth mentioning that Mayor Daley’s nephew
William Daley Jr. is a registered lobbyist with Morgan Stanley, a company that netted a lucrative
parking lot privatization deal with the City of Chicago soon after William was hired on.)

The largest long-term concession agreement of its kind, the parking meter lease was
forced through the Chicago City Council by the strong arm of the Mayot’s office with only five
dissenting votes out of 50. One of those votes was Ald. Toni Preckwinkle, who represents the
4th Ward.

“Are these things really a good deal? When you sell an asset, or lease an asset for 75, 99
years, whatever — it’s very hard to figure out, especially on the timeframe we’ve been given
— whether or not this is a good deal for the taxpayers. Not just now, but our children and
grandchildren,” Preckwinkle said on a local morning news show, noting she had very little time
to read and understand the ramifications of such a huge deal in the very short time available
prior to voting on it.

Now that LAZ has taken over and made clear its plans to jack up prices to astronomical
levels, drivers are suffering “massive sticker shock.” Hours when meters are enforced have been
expanded, with Sundays now thrown in. Those wishing to park in the Loop for two hours might
wish for stronger pipes, since they’ll have to lug 28 quarters along with them. And it’s only
going to get worse: Meter rates will reportedly quadruple by 2013.

Chicago Sun-Times columnist Carol Marin notes that drivers are avoiding meters altogether
because the cost is so exorbitant. Marin calls it a “pocketbook protest” and a “quiet rebellion.”

But it’s not just fiscal dissent sweeping the city. Mild-mannered Chicagoans are going
ballistic on meters, jamming them with pennies, covering them with spray paint or removing
them entirely. Click here to see pictures of defaced meters on the blog, The Expired Meter.

While you're there, check out the comments at the end of that blog post and you'll see that
the issue is also manifesting itself as something of a culture war. Bikers and those who rely on
public transit are telling motorists to suck it up and pay for the privilege of driving. Then there’s
anger coming from suburbanites, parents and others who insist they cannot go without a car.
And, while messing up hungry meters may be cathartic, the cost of fixing them (city workers are
being paid by LAZ to meet the increased repair needs) will be passed on to citizens, prompting
anger from others who are obeying the new parking regime.

As a matter of full disclosure, I live in the city and do not own a car, nor do I live on a
street with meters. I'm also not a big fan of suburbs, self-righteous bike messengers or strollers
on the subway. But that’s beside the point.

This infighting among inhabitants of Chicagoland is obscuring the real issue. Tollway
fees and transit fares climb consistently, at nearly the same rate that potholes and train delays
increase. In the budget war that has ensued in Springfield since Gov. Rod Blagojevich was
impeached, it’s become clear that both income and property taxes will likely increase. Chicago
has the highest sales tax rate in the country. Though the privatization deal was supposed to plug
budget holes, taxpayers aren’t getting a break anywhere. Everyone is getting screwed here, and
it’s not the fault of soccer moms or modern-day Cool Hand Lukes.

What this populist protest against privatization is not, however, is the faux revolt tea
parties organized by the likes of Glenn Beck, et al. Chicagoans are frustrated with the regressive,
backward, double-taxing that generally comes in the form of fees. Much like the extreme sales
tax in the city, the parking meters hit the populace as a flat tax, hurting those who can’t afford
it more than those who can. Marin'’s “quiet rebellion” is truly grassroots and diametrically
opposed to the conservative Astroturf “uprising” against the president’s progressive plan to tax
the wealthy.

As I've pointed out before, the reason behind this privatization is a holdover from the
massive tax cuts of the 1980s, a product of Reaganomics gone rampant. But due to the current
state of affairs, cash-strapped local governments are dealing with the double whammy of under-
funded mandates and programs as well as falling income and property tax revenues due to job
losses and foreclosures. They need to go somewhere for their cash, and in Chicago’s case, that
place was private businesses.

But it’s not just Chicago. The recession is causing local governments all over the country
to utilize increasingly short-sighted, if temporarily creative, ways to raise funds. As this
salivating law blogger puts it, “infrastructure finance could be the next big thing for hungry
transactional lawyers... Chicago’s parking meter privatization could provide a roadmap for other
municipalities seeking to raise funds in tough economic times.”

So allow one frustrated Chicagoan to give a bit of advice: Hold on to your community’s
assets as well as your outrage. Both are priceless.
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