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google ventures 
(aka what’s in a name?)
By Mark Evans | 3/31/09 | Mark Evans 	 tpburl.com/h1vn6b 
	 You can only be amused that Google has launched a new venture capital operation but that 
much of the early coverage is devoted to the fact Google doesn’t own the URL.
	 I guess that’s an interesting twist but the “news” is that Google’s decision to get into the 
venture capital business is probably perfect. With many VCs, in general, hunkering down amid 
the collapse of the financial markets, a non-existent IPO market, and the lack of exits, the 
market is ripe for Google to sprinkle some of its AdSense dollars on investment-hungry start-
ups.
	 In theory, difficult economic periods and industry downturns are great time to invest 
because valuations are reasonable, costs (people, hardware, bandwidth, office space) are lower, 
and high-quality people are more readily available.
	 By launching Google Ventures now, Google will likely have the pick of start-up litter and 
have more control over the investments it is making - as opposed to what’s it done in recent 
years by spending millions acquiring start-ups.
	 As a result, the isn’t so much “what’s in a name?” as opposed to Google getting into the 
venture business.

hybrid taxis face a tough road
By Mike | 3/31/09 | Hybrid Car Review 	 tpburl.com/h3w2pq 
	 Even as San Francisco begins retiring their first hybrid taxis, Boston and NY taxi cab owners 
continue the fight to push off the requirements for them to go hybrid.
	 In 2005 San Francisco started with 15 Ford Escape Hybrid Taxi Cabs.  Those 15 hybrid cabs 
have made it to the 300,000 mile mark and at 300,000 miles, cabs in SF are forced to retire.
	 According to the story in the LA Times, the hybrid cabs have saved their drivers $9,000 a 
year, depending on gas prices and number of shifts driven.
	 Those original 15 cabs were a test, and they have had very positive results.  14% of all taxis 
in SF are now hybrids, while 15% of those in NY City are hybrid.
	 Of course, Ford couldn’t be happier with the results.  Gil Portalatin, hybrid systems applica-
tion manager at Ford, noted “these things are tougher than nails. . . . We warranty the batteries 
for 150,000 miles and here you have cabs going out of service at 300,000 -- because that’s the 
law, not because the cab’s used up.”
	 Meanwhile, in Boston and NYC, taxi owners, who have to pay for the hybrid cars, continue 
to fight the change over to hybrids.  In NYC, a successful lawsuit brought to an end the aggres-
sive plan to hybridize the whole taxi fleet.  Boston is ready to follow in their footsteps.
	 NYC owners claimed the hybrid cars weren’t fit to be taxis, and would require unsafe modi-
fications to be used.  Boston taxi owners are a little more honest in their concerns, and are just 
plain worried about the cost.
 

“I support the used hybrids,” said a plaintiff, Raphael Ophir of Jamaica Plain, who owns three hackney 
medallions and leases them to several cabdrivers. “But with this economy, with big companies going 
into Chapter 11, and with no credit available . . . delay it for two or three years.”

	 The Boston plan is being phased in over a seven year period.
	 In New York, the city is attempting to entice owners into switching, rather than forcing 
them to. Owners basically rent out the taxis to drivers for their shift.  The owners are only al-
lowed to charge the drivers so much per shift, however.  Drivers like hybrid taxis because they 
have to pay for the gas they use. 
	 But because they were successful in blocking the forced switchover to hybridize their fleet, 
owners are now being enticed to switch to hybrids in NYC.  If they have a hybrid taxi, they will 
be able to charge the driver more.  But owners complain that along with the enticement, there 
is a punishment for keeping the old taxis.  Every year, they will be forced to lower their ‘rent’ for 
any cars that don’t meet certain fuel efficiency requirements.
	 Owners are reluctant to switch to hybrids and to be fair, it’s understandable why.  The nor-
mal taxi cab has been the Crown Victoria, which can be purchased for anywhere from $4,000 to 
$10,000, while a hybrid taxi can cost two to three times that much to purchase and outfit.
	 But, with the first hybrids aging out, it’s no longer possible for owners to argue against how 
long the hybrids will last.

meet shoe designer martha davis, stylehive’s next big 
thing!
By Anna Yu | 3/31/09 | Stylehive	 tpburl.com/k40tmf 
	 While I am proud to be a San Francisco native, I know it’s definitely not a fashion capital 
like New York or Paris. So my fashion spider sense definitely perked up when I heard about 
a local shoe designer making waves in the fashion scene. Originally from the East Coast, 
Martha Davis moved to San Francisco eight years ago for a job and never left. Looking to create 
something of her own after years of working in industrial design, Martha went to Milan where 
she enrolled in the Ars Sutoria program to learn everything about footwear. Lucky for me, I 
got a look of her current Spring 2009 shoe line and a preview of her upcoming Fall collection. 
Wearing a raw edged ruffle dress and mismatched shoes (from her line, of course!), Martha was 
a gracious host on the rooftop terrace of a posh hotel on the San Francisco waterfront. Everyone 
oohed and ahhed over the shoes and those with small enough feet got to try on the samples! 
Can you believe the shoes are made in the same Italian factory used by Chanel and Chloe? The 
leather is butter soft and even the tallest boots are generous enough to fit any calf shape without 
any zippers! By the way, every woman I asked wearing Martha’s shoes said they were super 
comfortable. In the Bay Area? Her shoes can be found in Metier in San Francisco and Deliciouz 
in Walnut Creek. For everyone else, Shopbop will be carrying her collection in June! Mark my 
words, Martha Davis is a name to watch out for. Click the slideshow for some droolworthy 
shoes.

just another sf sex cult
By Mark Prichard | 3/16/09 | San Francisco Metblogs	 tpburl.com/kz5m91 
	 Courtesy Salon’s Broadsheet blog, I caught this NYT story on a cultish Folsom Street 
community, One Taste, in which fully clothed men daily get women off before breakfast. Not to 
be confused with the Center for Sex and Culture’s Masturbate-a-thon (it’s not til May 2).
	 Justin Juul of the SF Bay Guardian reported on One Taste last month, making it sound like 
the worst hell imaginable. “We spent the rest of the afternoon doing one-on-one vulnerability 
exercises,” is only one sentence from the sad tale. I was reminded of the legendary men-only 
workshops taught in the 1990s by a well-known San Francisco performance artist, who made his 
naked attendees stand in a circle with their dicks tied together with string to demonstrate their 
interdependence. Scissors were not permitted in the room, alas.

recession around the bay
By Mark Prichard | 3/25/09 | San Francisco Metblogs	 tpburl.com/dbyth6 
	 A friend visited the Emeryville branch of Borders Books and found it half-empty. Must be 
a little rough in Emeryville these days, considering that the big Circuit City there closed when 
that chain went down.
	 Also today, I was in Noe Valley and saw employees of the AAA storefront there literally 
carrying equipment out the door. A sign posted in the window said the branch was closing that 
day.
	 Meanwhile, the Chronicle carried an unintentionally funny story about how something 
called the Bay Area Council Economic Institute is meeting to split up funds from federal 
stimulus bills. Great quote:

“If we all work together in the next 66 days and get a great plan, we win,” said John Grubb, 
spokesman…

	 Yeah, that’ll definitely happen.
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Michael Roberts  | tpburl.com/fw5k89

SAN FRANCISCO

See all San Francisco reviews at www.yelp.com/sf

Castro Theatre

Categories: Cinema
Location: 429 Castro Street, San Francisco, CA 94114
tpburl.com/jn9fgq

Amanda C. says, “1 star for a gorgeous retro theater.

1 star for being in a great part of town off major bus lines across from Nirvana (YUM) and near 
my hair dresser.

1 star for the live organ player

1 star for showing interesting thought provoking and often socially and/or economically 
relevant movies.

Eleventy Billion Stars for the Young Frankenstein showing prior to a live Q&A with Gene Wilder 
where he sang a few bars of Pure Imagination.”

Samantha Ronson 
Slide
tpburl.com/d0z6fg

Franz Ferdinand
Fox Theatre - Oakland
tpburl.com/47dxy2

Jump Start Entrepreneur 
April Meetup 
A’cuppa Tea Inc.
tpburl.com/p6vzyx

Heartless Bastards
Slim’s 
tpburl.com/v7pwfg

B. B. King, Lukas Nelson
& The Promise Of The Real
Fox Theatre - Oakland
tpburl.com/z1xhkf

2009 California Ghost 
Hunters Conference
USS Hornet Museum
tpburl.com/yznxwq

Kid’s Play Night
Tree Frog Treks
tpburl.com/z10w58

Leonard Cohen
Paramount Theatre
tpburl.com/7y1xj9
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See what is happening in San Francisco at eventful.com/SanFrancisco

Events

4th Annual Fun Out with R.O.C.K., April 11, 2009
Red Devil Lounge - 1695 Polk St.
San Francisco, CA.
http://funk.rocksf.org/funk.htm

Singles Charity Ball Benefitting The Seva Foun-
dation,
April 11, 2009
8 p.m.-12 a.m. Westin St. Francis Hotel - 
Union Square
http://socialdomain.com/info.php3?id=32252




